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years. “We will have wafer
lapping at our front doors

afteraheavyrain.”

 County officials explained

thatthe problem lieswith the
canals, which are overgrown
with weeds, clogged or col-

lapsed. The Melbourne-Till-

* man Water Control District

- To homeowners down-
_stream of the Platt Ranch,
the biggest concern is that
_new development near the
- future parkway would

‘thearea.

~ worsen chronic flooding in
" The Elatt,prbperty aleS aS

~aholding basin forrainwater

- canals, including the C-1

~ which runs to the Indian
- RiverLagoon. But duringpe-
riods of heavy rain, the water

backs up into streets and
_yards of neighborhoods
. known as Police Foundation
West and Brandywine Es-

- ‘tates.

~About’35 homeowners
from those neighborhoods

~ gathered in the Old Myrtle

Church on Brandywine
Road west of Interstate 95 on
Aug. 22 to air objections to
theplan. ~ ‘

simple,” said Liz Hemen-
way, a resident of Police
- Foundation West for 25

-thinks the canals work as

theyshould, officials said.

~ “They do work, but only
when the water level over
the canals drop back below
the top of the canals that the

system works,” resident

Shirley Beasley said. “It’s
that time that it is out of the

canal banks and into the
neighbors homes we have a2

_ Beasley also said she

feared that once the Platt
_property is developed,

water backs up
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dent of BSE Consulting, an-
other engineer for the Platts,

saud they were sensitive to T Commissioner Chuck |
_ Nelson of Merritt Island, one

thedrainageissue. ,
“We can’t discharge any

more in post-development

hesaid.

‘Let’s make a deal’

pre-development,”

. The state raised ifs objec-
“It’s flooding, plain and

tions after gathering feed-
back from other agencies,
including the St. Johns River

“our

ome agi-

tional 3,000 | \ 1
-come. State growth planners
~ want to be sure they come
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 Hassan Kamal, vice presi-

‘the EastCentral kl?lorida Re-
gional Planning Agency, the

Department of Environ-

‘mental Protection, the De-
partment of Transportation
and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, recordsshow.
Those groups pointed to a |

lack of protection of the wa-

ter quality of the St. Johns |

River and Indian River La- |
goon, a lack of specific and-
meaningful development
Standards, and maintenance
of the adopted levels of serv-
iceforroadsand water. :
~ The DCA also said the
plan doesn’t demonstrate a
need for additional housing |
development in the Platt

~ Ranchamendment.

Carey Hayo, a planning |
engineer with AECOM, a | |
consultant forthe Platts, said | |
the state primarily ,

redevelopment, Hayosaid.

of two who voted against

_transferring additional de- ||
velopment rights to the |
_ Platts, said that the move it-

selfwasinappropriate.

' “'I'hat?s'larfqt the planning
process,” Nelson said.
“That’s ‘Let’s Make A |
Deal’’m = = 1
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